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Super Bowl Prep 
The last game of the 2017-2018 NFL season will be held on February 4th.  
Just because the Pack is officially eliminated from the playoffs and Aaron 
Rodgers is sitting out the game this weekend against the Vikings doesn’t 
mean we get to move on with life and start thinking about next season.  We 
have an event to plan!  NRRA is one of about a dozen metro area airports that 
will see some Super Bowl 
related air operations for the 
days surrounding the event.  
That means any aircraft on an 
instrument flight plan coming 
or going to New Richmond 
from January 31st through 
February 5th, will require an 
arrival/departure slot 
reservation with the FAA.  
NRRA personnel underwent 
FAA sponsored training on the 
reservation system last month.  
The reservation system will go 
live around January 21st.  
Over 1,100 aircraft will be 
coming to the event.  It’s 
assumed the airports closest 
to the stadium will naturally fill 
up first, followed by outlying 
airports, such as NRRA.  
Things could be very busy, or 
it could be business as usual.  
We won’t know for sure until the reservation system goes live.  But the important thing is . . . We’re 
prepared.  We are looking for volunteers to assist us during the days surrounding the event, including 
snow removal, ground handling, fueling assistants, customer service, ground transportation, and security.  
A meeting for interested volunteers will be held on January 4th in the business aviation terminal on the 
north end of the airport. More information will be sent out next week.  If you’re interested in assisting, 

please email me at mike@nrairport.com. 
 
Aircraft Deicing?  Yeah, we can do 
that.   
Last summer we added a 28’ bucket truck 
to the FBO fleet allowing the deicing of 
mid and large cabin aircraft.  Type I fluid 
heated to 140 degrees can be applied for 
deicing purposes and Type IV fluid can be 
applied for anti-icing.  A two-person 
driver/bucket operator crew can deice an 
aircraft in about 10 minutes.     

NRRA North Ramp—November 28th 

Deicing operations at NRRA—November 1st 



Winter Ops 
The 14 foot wide runway sweeper purchased at auction last 
spring was officially put into service during a snow event on 
November 1st.  Three round-trip passes on the primary 
runway can completely sweep the runway down to bare 
pavement in about 20 minutes.   
Another 12 hours were put on the machine during other 
snow events throughout November and December.  So far, 
it’s been a great addition . . . except for what is now known 
as “The incident.”  I must explain.  The sweeper is raised, 
turned and lowered via a remote control device strung 
through the window of the cab of the tow vehicle.  In this 
case, it was dump truck number 4 (my favorite).  The 
remote is far from wireless.  The control box has 1 inch 
thick cable running from it to the sweeper body.  As it so 
happens, when said cable 
comes loose and becomes 
entangled in a dump truck 
wheel, the control box will, 
with the upmost abruptness, 
leave the cab.  I was looking 
at the control box when it 
happened.  It left the cab at 

Mach 9.  Through the window.  Very exciting.  The window was replaced 
a few days later and a few repairs were made to the control box.  
Lesson learned.  Use more cable ties.      
 
Additional snow removal equipment available for use this winter includes 
a New Holland TV-145 tractor with loader, snow blower, pusher plow 
and sweeper attachments, four dump trucks (2 with wings) and the SMI 
7200 snow blower capable of moving 3500 tons of snow per hour (in its 
prime), and a Polaris Brutus.   

Pavement Repair and Painting 
Pavement contractor Struck and Irwin Paving was on-site in October 
repairing cracks in the airport pavement with rubberized filler.  $7,400 was 
spent on the project, with the majority of the work occurring on the primary 
runway and parallel taxiway.  The FAA requires the airport to have a 
pavement maintenance plan.  The completed repair work was an important 
element of this plan.  Additionally, every three 
years the State of Wisconsin hires a contractor to 
inspect our pavement and report the condition.  
This year, the report was made available on-line.  
To me, this is awesome, since I worry about the 
condition of our pavement and making it last as 
long as possible on a daily basis.  To others, it may 
be of passing interest.  Here is a link to the site if 
you’re into that sort of thing:   

https://www.appliedpavement.com/hosting/wisconsin/ 
After the pavement repair was complete, I went to work on restriping the 
runway, taxiway, and apron markings.  Seventy-two gallons of high durability 
traffic paint was applied to about 37,000 linear feet of six-inch wide stripes 
over the course of four days.  This year, I didn’t go cheap on the reflective 
beads.  350 pounds of airport-grade reflective beads were applied to the 
freshly applied paint.  The difference is very noticeable.      

1988 MB Sweeper towed by a 1987          
International dump truck.  We call 

this retro combo “The Mullet” 

2006 New Holland with loader 
and snow blower in use      

December 12th 

Part-time maintenance  
employee Robert Rice 

painting the runway end 



Fire Suppression 
New 125 pound fire 
extinguishers with dry 
chemical agent Purple K 
are in service on the north 
ramp.  They are 
specifically designed to 
fight flammable liquid fires 
at a range of 50 feet.   

The Fast Lane 
We have a bridge!  The long awaited 
replacement to the Stillwater Bridge opened in 
early August, eliminating long waits that were 
common for those traveling to or from NRRA via 
Stillwater.  Once that ribbon was cut, New 
Richmond and the Twin Cities moved at least ten 
minutes closer together.   
So far, the impact the new bridge has had on the 
airport has been great.  The few hangars that 
were for sale were snapped up this fall.  A new 
business hangar was constructed and leases for 
an additional three hangars are either complete 
or in process.  The good times are back! 

Snow Owls are Back 
A pair of snow owls were on the hunt on 
the west side of the airport last weekend.  
The snow 
owls made 
their first 
appearance 
at NRRA 
during the 
winter of 
2014. 

Tour Groups 
Several hundred local kids toured the airport this summer.  One of the bigger events was held in 
conjunction with the Friday Library.  Trucks and equipment from local emergency services, utilities, 
and the airport were displayed on the north ramp.  The kids were allowed to climb in and on the 
equipment.  The aircraft tugs and mean looking airport snow blower were big hits.   



REILS are Down Hard 
The strobe lights at each runway end, known as the runway 
end identification lights, are out of service.  The lights are pilot 
controlled and are activated after seven clicks of the 
microphone on the local common traffic advisory frequency.  As 
it turns out, if a pilot repeatedly activates the lights, they can be 
damaged.  Yep.  They were.  The power converters for each 
runway end were cooked and require replacement to the tune 
of $8K.  I discovered there was a problem with the lighting 
circuit during an evening runway inspection.  The runway edge 
lights were going from dim to bright over and over.  Eerie.  Think of Scooby Doo and the 
abandoned airfield and you’ll get the idea.  Anyway, a temporary bypass of the power converters 
was completed leaving the runway edge lights operational but the REILS DOA.  We hope to have 
them back in service in late January.   

This WWII era North 
American B-25 Bomber 
stopped by for refueling (350 
gals) last July.  It was en 
route from the northeast US 
to its summer home at a 
museum in North Dakota.  
The unmistakable rumble of 
radial engines attracted a 
few on-lookers from town.   

We’re all About the Jobs! 
NRRA surpassed 55 full time equivalent jobs on site this year.  That’s a 
record for us.  A record that we will continue to break in 2018.  The last 
economic assessment completed for NRRA was 15+ years ago showing 
a respectable economic impact of six million dollars per year.  A request 
was filed with the Wisconsin DoT for a new assessment reflective of the 
considerable growth that has occurred since then.  I’ll definitely keep you 
posted on the results.     

It’s the Little Things 
In 2016, airport personnel planted about $30 worth of donated milkweed 
seeds outside of runway and taxiway safety areas not otherwise mowed 
on a regular basis.  Wow.  Did it take.  You’ve probably seen news clips 
indicating how important milkweed is to the increasingly rare monarch 
butterfly.  Milkweed is needed for monarchs to lay their eggs and it’s also a 
food source for the caterpillars.  Once again, you’re welcome nature.  
You’re welcome.     



From the Something You Don’t 
See Everyday File . . .   
 
The aircraft to the left is a Diamond 
DA-42, twin engine aircraft 
powered by a pair of diesel 
engines.  It made a stop here at 
NRRA this week.  Nothing unusual 
here.  We’ve had several  of this 
type stop though NRRA over the 
years.   
None were like this one, however.  
This aircraft belongs to Aurora 
Flight Sciences out of Virginia.  
They specialize in unmanned 
aerial vehicles.  We’re not talking 
quad copters.  Think military 
Global Hawks.  The big stuff.   
Yes, this aircraft is a UAV.  In this 
case, it flew to NRRA with a pilot 
on board, but  It has the capability 
of being operated remotely.  Check 
it out on YouTube.  It’s impressive.   

Supervisors on a Plane, then Lunch 
The department supervisors for the City of New Richmond held their regular meeting at the 
airport in June.  What better spot for a meeting than a business aircraft?  Immediately after 
the meeting was the famous Wednesday airport cook out lunch.  We averaged around 40 
people for each cookout throughout the summer.      



Mowing Ops 
For the first time since 1994, the Public Works department of the City of 
New Richmond assisted the airport with mowing operations.  From 1995 
through 2016, the mowing was completed by airport employees.  The 
airport was short on help this year and Public Works employee Pat 
Geraghty came through for us in a big way.  Pat did the lion’s share of the mowing last 
summer and it was very much appreciated.  It’s not easy mowing at the airport either.  
We have all sorts of hazards, including a few hundred runway and taxiway lights to 
mow around (he didn’t take out any!) not to mention well over one hundred aircraft 
operations per day.       
The airport has approximately 79 acres of property that is mowed on a regular basis.  
Letting the grass grow near the runway and taxiways is not an option, either.  Long 
grass attracts insects, which attracts birds, which causes a hazard to aircraft.   
Thanks again Pat and supervisors Jeremiah Wendt and Mike Mroz.   

Tree and Brush Removal 
Thirty-eight small trees that were on their way to becoming a hazard in the near future, 
were removed along the east side of runway 14-32 this fall by airport personnel.  Next 
up is the brush near the segmented circle/windsock area near the intersection of 
runway 32 and 22.  This area was last cleared circa 1995 by inmates from the St. Croix 
Correctional Center.   

Completed area last 
month 

Tree and brush removal 
area this winter 



I’m pretty tired.  I think I’ll go home now. ~ Gump   
Merry Christmas everyone! 

That’s all for now 
Hope to see you at the airport! 

 
Thank you 

 
Mike Demulling 

Airport Manager 
715-246-7735 

mike@nrairport.com 

Safety Time 
Must have items for your aircraft for the new year ~ 
 
 A carbon monoxide detector with a digital parts per 

million display.  Obtainable from Walmart or Sam’s Club 
for about $35.   

 I mentioned this previously, but you shouldn’t leave the 
ground without a fire extinguisher.  A halon 1211 
equipped unit is available for $120 or so from Amazon, 
but any type of extinguisher is better than nothing.  Even 
the $10 cheap-o’s work in a pinch.   

 Lastly, it’s time to upgrade your restraint system.  If you 
fly an older aircraft, you may only have a lap belt.  The 
FAA made it easy to retrofit your aircraft with a three or 
four point restraint system for not a lot of money.  It’s 
worth the small investment.  Aircraft Spruce has STC 
kits available.   

 
Pilot controlled lighting refresher (I apologize in advance for the sarcasm) . . .  
I mentioned earlier in the newsletter the REILS are out of service due to possible 
abuse of the pilot controlled lighting.  At NRRA, the PAPI lights can 
be activated day or night with 3 microphone clicks.  They only have 
one intensity, so clicking the microphone 5 or 7 times doesn’t do a 
thing to the PAPI lights.  Five clicks changes the runway edge lights 
to medium intensity and seven to high.  But if the visibility is good 
and it’s daytime, bright runway edge lights won’t do much for the 
typical pilot.  Make that any pilot.  If the REILS are in service, they 
too would come on at seven clicks.  But if the weather is good, 
what’s the point? Thank you for completing this refresher course.  A + for everyone.     

 
Lastly, engine pre-heat.  The FBO purchased a portable engine pre-heat 
system.  Most pilots know the one absolute in life is to never, ever start a 
piston aviation engine in a cold environment without preheat.  If you and 
your engine are in need of 40,000 BTU’s of portable heat, give me a call.  I’ll 
be on my way blasting that 1977 Eric Clapton hit Propane.  An engine at 0 
degrees F will take about 15 minutes to get up to temp.   

A few Items for the Pilots 

 

Local Fuel Prices 
100LL 

$4.09 at the pumps or add 
$.25 for truck service 

(National average $4.87) 
 

Jet A 
$3.84 for truck service 

(National average $4.38) 

Local pilot Josh Ulrich modeling 
his CO detector purchase 


