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We’ve come a very long way . . . 
 
Fifty-five years ago this Saturday, July 20th, New Richmond Regional Airport 
was officially commissioned by the FAA and open for business.  Complete 
with a 3,000’ x 75’ asphalt primary runway known as runway 13/31, the airport 
was ready to serve the recreational aviation needs of the area.   
 
What did this wonderful facility cost in 1964?  The city and state each 
contributed $52,500 to the project and the FAA kicked in an impressive 
$20,000, bringing a total project cost of $125,000.  For a comparison, that 
same project would cost roughly $1,032,000 in today’s dollars.  That was a 
big leap for the city back then.  I’m glad they took it!   
 
It’s fair to say the airport didn’t hit its stride for a few years, or maybe even 
decades.  According to my records, the airport was home to an unimpressive fifteen based aircraft in 1975.  
There was some business aviation use, but that amounted to a very small percentage of the overall 
activity.   
 
The airport was designed as a recreational facility and remained that way until the first major overhaul 

back in 1992.  The primary runway was removed 
and a new, 4,000’ runway 14/32 was installed 
with room to grow.  Roughly 44 aircraft were 
based at the airport shortly after that project with 
about 26 or 27 hangars.     
 
In March of 1995, I hopped onboard as the 
airport’s very first paid manager earning $200 per 
month.  Previously, the airport manager title was 
assigned to either the city clerk or building 
inspector.  Or for a few years, no one at all.   
 
The tailwinds picked up for the airport in the late 
1990’s.  By 1999, the south hangar area was 
filled to capacity with 45 hangars.  More growth 
came in late 2000 with the commissioning of the 
parallel taxiway to runway 14/32.  This allowed 
construction of additional hangars towards the 

north end of the airport.  Automated weather was added in October of 2000 which at least put the airport 
on the map.  Additional projects in the mid-2000’s added additional hangar areas and the all important 
primary runway extension, which allowed an instant increase in business aviation activity.        
 
Today, the airport is home to 102 hangars, with number 103 on the way (most in Wisconsin, by over two 
dozen), over 200 based aircraft (2nd most in Wisconsin), and thirteen aviation related businesses with 
approximately 65 to 70 on-airport jobs.  More are on the way, too.  The once strictly recreational facility 
meant to serve a population of 5,000, now serves a region with over 155,000 people.  We’re working on 
the numbers for an economic impact to the area at the moment.  I know it will be impressive.  As some guy 
named Manilow once sang, “Looks like we made it!” 

New Richmond Regional Airport  
October 2018 



Airport Prime Day 
This worked for Amazon.  Might as well try it at the airport.  In honor 
of the 55th year of operation at the airport, fuel provider East Metro 

Jet Center will have its very own Airport Prime Day.  
This Saturday, July 20th beginning at 7 AM and 
continuing until 3 PM, we are slashing fuel prices 
across the board by $.25.  100LL at the pumps will be 
$3.99.  Truck service will also be $3.99.  MoGas will be a ridiculous $3.35 and jet fuel 
from the truck will be $3.96.  We’ll have donuts in the north FBO in the morning and 
then we’ll fire up the grill and start cooking hot dogs at noon.  It’ll be a touch on the 
warm side, but it’ll be worth getting your plane out.  We usually see a nice flow of 
transient traffic stopping in for fuel on their way to Oshkosh this weekend.  This should 
be a nice bonus.  We hope to see you on Airport Prime Day!   

 
It’s Time to Paint the Stripes 
Airport personnel will be repainting all pavement markings beginning this 
weekend.  Around $3,300 worth of traffic paint will be applied, primarily in the 
mornings and the evenings.  The pavement markings take an absolute beating 
during the winter months from the airport snow sweepers.   
 
Some short term taxiway closures will be needed, but overall, there should be 
minimal impact on airport operations.  The paint typically dries in ten minutes or 
less.  The airport is now on a repainting schedule of every other year.  We save 
thousands of dollars by doing the work in-house as well.   
 

A nod to North Central Airlines 
More than a few local pilots flew a trip or two with North Central 
Airlines back in the day.  Minneapolis-based North Central became 
Republic Airlines in 1979 after a merger with Southern Airways.  
Next up was a merger with Northwest in 1986 and then ultimately a 
merger with Delta in 2010.  Many, many pilot careers were 
launched at North Central and continued on to Delta.   
 
On the northeast side of the airport, there is an access road to a 
future hangar area.  This spring, the City Council officially approved 
naming the access road North Central Drive.  Don’t worry.  I’ll 
make sure Herman the Duck makes it on the street sign.      
 
 

Swan Update 
In the June newsletter, I reported there was a family of swans (2 parents and 5 little ones, I think 
they’re called cygnets) living on the pond attached to Hatfield Lake on the west side of the airport.  All 
seven are still paddling around the pond on a daily basis like they own the place.  As long as we’re 
talking about nature, the monarch butterflies are back in force.  We spread milkweed seed a few years 
ago in non-mowed areas of the airport.  It’s paying off.          
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Wednesday Lunch 
A big thank you shout out to airport business owner Monte 
Weeks for sponsoring the July 3rd cookout at the airport.  
Monte owns Proto-type Machine and Aerospace 
Hydraulics on the south end of the airport.  Over 50 people 
turned out for perfectly cooked steaks.  Thanks again! 
We have a cookout every Wednesday at noon in the 
business aviation terminal.  Everyone is welcome!   

Let’s do This 
Local hangar owner Tim Jewel donated a Hawker Hunter military jet to the airport late last month.  
The Hawker Hunter was primarily a British fighter-bomber designed in the mid-20th century.  Nearly 
2,000 aircraft were built with some seeing active service with various military units around the world 
as recently as 2014.   
 

This Hawker Hunter is currently in about a dozen large 
pieces and must be reassembled.  The plan, if you’re 
up for it, is to create a concrete pad on the south end 
of the airport near gate 1 so the aircraft can be put on 
permanent display.  There is also a possibility of 
displaying a Huey helicopter in this area as well.  We’ll 
tackle these projects one at a time.  It won’t take much 
effort to get the aircraft back together and parked at its 
new home as long as we can get the help.  I’d like to 
see this project underway next month and completed 
in September.  Let me know if you can lend a hand.   
Pitter patter let’s get at ‘er. 
 

Bert 
A celebration of life for longtime pilot and local hangar owner Bert Anderson was held at the airport 
on Sunday, June 23rd.  Bert passed away last February.  Bert was always the expert radio man at 
our fly-ins over the years.  I was always greeted with a “How’s Mr. Mike today?”  He’ll be missed.     
 
A four-ship Piper Cub missing man formation flew over the airport as tribute.  It was impressive.   



Hangar Space - To Build 
Hangar lots are available in rows 15, 17, 18 and 19 on the north end of the airport.  Row 18 has a 
couple of south facing spaces available.  Contact me at mike@nrairport.com if you’re interested in a 
spot.  Typically, a lessee is required to begin construction within 6 months of signing a lease.  The 
hangar should be substantially complete within 12 months.  The lease rate is still an affordable $.10 
per square foot per year.    
 

Hangar Space - To Buy 
Hangar sales are pretty rare.  Only a couple change hands each year.  So here is your opportunity.  
Hangar 9-3, located on the south end of the airport, is up for sale.  The hangar currently houses a 
couple of seaplanes.  The hangar is 70’ wide x 60’ deep x 16’ sidewalls.  It has a bathroom, private 
well and septic, heated hangar bay and heated office area, 5,000 lb hoist for float install/removal.  
Contact Paul Peterson at 651-336-2041. 
 
Hangar 6-1 is also for sale on the south end of the airport.  The hangar is listed with Applegate.  
More information can be found here:  https://www.loopnet.com/Listing/111-Airport-Rd-New-
Richmond-WI/9022577/ 



Daily Airport Randomness (DAR) 

Just before the storm rolled in on June 30th 

Elevated Airport garden     
behind hangar 11-12 

New Richmond Fire Department used 
the seaplane ramp and conducted 
boat drills on Hatfield Lake on July 

8th 



 
 
 

That’s all for now 
Hope to see you at the airport! 

 
Thank you 

 
Mike Demulling 

Airport Manager 
715-246-7735 

mike@nrairport.com 
www.nrairport.com 

 
 
 

A few last things - 
 
 The airport will be purchasing an additional              

X-Tinguish fire suppression tool this month.  It’s a 
fire suppression system in a brief case.  If a building 
is on fire, this case can be armed and tossed inside 
the fire zone and, in most cases, the fire is knocked 
down in seconds.  We currently have one unit on 
site in hangar 11-12.  The new unit will be stored on 
the south end of the airport.  Watch the Youtube link.  
It’s awesome.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=E2EB2fwnbu8          The unit is also reactive.  
Even if it isn’t armed, it will still go off if it reaches a 
certain temperature.  Think of it like a sprinkler 
system that is always on standby.  They’re $599 
each, but worth it.   

 Airport personnel will be installing rip rap rock in the 
drainage ditch east of hangar 11-17 in the corporate 
hangar area next week.  The area is prone to 
erosion, especially after a heavy rain.  The rip rap 
will help stabilize the ditch. 

 Need a break?  Each FBO has a fully stocked vending machine ready to go.  The 
north FBO also has Chive TV playing 24/7.  You’ve probably seen Chive TV in 
bars and gas stations.  Typically people doing really impressive things or really 
stupid things.  It is entertaining.   

 A book called The Saga of the Stillwater Lift Bridge is available online via PDF 
download for free.  The book has a bunch of aerial photos of the bridge.  It’s 
certainly had a positive impact on the airport.  A hard copy of the book can be 
viewed in the north FBO.   

      
     https://www.dot.state.mn.us/historicbridges/bridge/4654/saga-stillwater-lift-bridge.pdf 

 

Local Fuel Prices 
100LL 

$4.24 at the pumps or add 
$.25 for truck service 

(National average $5.09) 
 

Jet A 
$4.21 for truck service 

(locally based aircraft pricing available) 
(National average $4.69) 

 

MoGas 
$3.60 for truck service 

(National average $3.93) 

X-Tinguish FST in the north 
FBO 


