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Very Sad News . . . . 
 
Longtime airport commission member Mike 
Jacobson passed away unexpectedly last Friday, 
August 30th at the age of 48. 
 
Mike and his wife Tracy have been hangar owners at NRRA dating back to 
2001.  At times, they owned multiple hangars.  Mike became a private pilot in 
the summer of 2004 and went on to earn his multi-engine rating in the fall of 
2006.  He joined the airport commission in the spring of 2006 and was elected 
chairman in 2010.   
 
On the non-aviation side of life, Mike was an accomplished attorney, 
practicing law since graduating from the U of M law school in 1996.  He had a 
law practice here in New Richmond.  He was a staff member at UW-River 

Falls teaching several business law classes.  He also operated several successful businesses in the area. 
 
Memorial Mass of Christian Burial will be held on Wednesday, September 4, 2019 at 4 pm at Immaculate 
Conception Church 151 S Washington Avenue New Richmond, WI.  Memorial visitation will be held on 
Tuesday, September 3, 2019 from 4-8 pm with a prayer service at 7:45 pm at Bakken-Young Funeral & 
Cremation Services 728 S Knowles Avenue New Richmond, WI and on Wednesday from 3-4 pm at the 
church.  Private family interment will be at a later date.  Arrangements are with Bakken-Young Funeral & 
Cremation Services.     
 
We lost a good friend and a huge airport supporter.  Mike leaves behind his wife Tracy and three children.   
 
 
Pavement Painting 
 
Airport personnel are putting the finishing touches on the pavement 
markings on runway 14-32 this week.  The white threshold markings 
and instrument runway markings near the approach end of runway 
14 were completed last week during a lull in what has been a record 

setting summer for takeoffs 
and landings.   
 
Black paint used to shadow 
the markings is all that 
remains on the runway and 
should be done in the next 
few days, weather permitting.  
 
Lastly, white paint will be 
stenciled on the red boxes 
near each runway entrance 
and the helipads on the north 
ramp will be repainted.   

Airport maintenance employee Jim Groebner 
on the paint sprayer last month 



Photo Shoots 
 
New Richmond Police 
Department conducted an 
early morning photo shoot of 
one of their vehicles last 
month at NRRA.   
 
NRPD officer and part time 
photographer Aaron 
Anderson was tasked with 
obtaining some  creative 
photos for the police 
department lobby.  Under 
airport management 
supervision, the photo shoot 
lasted about five minutes 
near the approach end of 
runway 14.   
 
I haven’t seen the finished  
product yet, but they should 
be pretty cool.    
 
 
Also . . .  
 
National award winning photographer, Nate Peterson, from NP Design and Photography in New 
Richmond was back at NRRA last month to conduct a photo shoot for a local high school senior.   
 
The north ramp at the airport makes the perfect 
backdrop for those clients looking for  the travel theme.    
 
Check out Nate’s work at  
http://www.npdesignphotography.com 
It’s absolutely amazing.     

 
   
 
 
 
 



Summer Reading Plane Ride Winner  
 

5 year old Phillip was the lucky winner of the free plane ride 
last month, which was part of the Friday Memorial Library’s 
summer reading program.  Younger brother Michael 
grabbed a spot in the back seat as well.  There were plenty 
of smiles during the trip!   

  
 
New Windsock Going Up 
 
Airport personnel started work on the foundation for a new windsock that 
will be located on the northeast side of runway 14-32 directly across 
from the business aviation terminal, roughly 425 feet from the runway 
centerline.  When we have a strong wind from the south through 
southwest direction, the turbulence produced by wind going through the 
nearly 60 hangars in the north hangar area can make landing a bit of an 
unexpected challenge.  The new windsock should give pilots the 
necessary notice to a potential wind shear condition during landings and 
takeoffs.   
 
A seven foot deep hole was dug with a load of concrete coming later this 
week.  The total project cost is expected to come to less than $500, 
primarily due the use of surplus parts on hand.  The new windsock pole 
should be ready by the end of this month.  This will be the forth (and 
final) windsock to be located along runway 14-32.       
 
 
Well That’s Not Good.  Not Good at All.   
 
The runway and taxiway lighting circuit went unexpectedly offline during the evening of August 21st.  
A photo cell located on the outside of the electrical vault failed to work properly preventing the more 
than 250 runway, taxiway, and obstruction lights from working for about 90 minutes.  Thanks to 
hangar owner Tim Jewel for texting me regarding the outage.  The photo cell was bypassed by 
airport personnel allowing the lights to once again operate.  The defective photo cell was replaced 
with an FAA approved unit last Thursday.  By the way, the pilot controlled lighting feature of the 
lights still worked normally, only the dusk to dawn lighting was inop.           



Summer Events 

More than 200 kids attended “Orbit Earth Expo” 
at the airport last month.  The event was part of 
the Friday Memorial Library summer reading 
program.   

Just About Seven Hundred 

That’s a wrap.  The lunch cookouts we host 
each Wednesday at the airport came to an end 
last week.  We estimate we were only a few shy 
of having seven hundred people attend one of 
the 14 cookouts we held this summer.  You 
might as well go ahead and put June 3rd on 
your calendar right now.  We hope you can 
make it.   

Look for info on a few 
evening cookouts 
during the weekend 
evenings this 
October.  

Summer airport maintenance employee Tyler Vizenor and 
FBO intern Riley Koosman gave an airport tour to several 
dozen members of the Tiger Pack summer program for 
kids.   

A special lunch cookout for city 
employees last month 



Hangar Space - To Build 
Hangar lots are available in rows 15, 17, 18 and 19 on the north end of the airport.  Row 18 has the 
last  south facing space available.  Hangar lot 18-3 was leased out on September 1st.  Contact me 
at mike@nrairport.com if you’re interested in a spot.  Typically, a lessee is required to begin 
construction within 6 months of signing a lease.  The hangar should be substantially complete 
within 12 months.  The lease rate is still an affordable $.10 per square foot per year.    

Hangar Space - To Buy 
Hangar 9-3 - SOLD last month! 
 

Hangar 6-1 is also for sale on the south end of the airport.  The hangar is listed with Applegate.  
More information can be found here:  https://www.loopnet.com/Listing/111-Airport-Rd-New-
Richmond-WI/9022577/ 

100’ x 100’ Hangar Lot 11-19 
Available.  Great runway view.   

Five, 100’ x 100’ Hangar Lots 
Available.  Sizes can vary.   



Daily Airport Randomness (DAR) 

What happened here? 

Swan update - We still have seven swans a 
swimming on the pond west of runway 14-32 

A rare Icon A5 amphib light 
sport aircraft last month 



 
 
 

That’s all for now 
Hope to see you at the airport! 

 
Thank you 

 
Mike Demulling 

Airport Manager 
715-246-7735 

mike@nrairport.com 
www.nrairport.com 

 
 
 

A few last things - 
 
 The TSA is expected to be onsite on September 12th 

for our annual airport and flight school inspection.  
 The 18 or so high pressure sodium (HPS) security 

lights located along taxilanes on both ends of the 
airport are due for replacement.  The lights will be 
upgraded to energy efficient LED lights.   

 Summer airport maintenance employee Tyler Vizenor 
along with summer FBO intern Riley Koosman are 
offering an aircraft detailing service at NRRA.  Tyler is a 
senior at Minnesota State Mankato and is a commercial 
licensed pilot in the aviation program.  Riley is a senior 
at Osceola High School and is working on his private 
license with plans to attend Mankato next year.  They 
can do interior and exterior cleaning of your aircraft.  
They’ve done impressive work on the G IV, 
Learjet 60 and several piston aircraft.  It’s 
worth it.  You can reach them at            
612-747-8102 or tyviz02@gmail.com 

 Plans are really coming together on a 
great new flight school that will be located 
here on the north end of the airport.  For 
the past 24 years or so, I’ve been the only 
active instructor at NRRA.  I’ll soon be 
teaming up with about five other instructors 
to offer pilot training in two or three 
dedicated training aircraft.  A lot more 
information will be coming over the next 
month or two.  This will be absolutely great 
for the airport.     

 

Local Fuel Prices 
100LL 

$4.09 at the pumps or add 
$.25 for truck service 

(National average $5.04) 
 

Jet A 
$4.21 for truck service 

(locally based aircraft pricing available) 
(National average $4.65) 

 

MoGas 
$3.60 for truck service 

(National average $3.99) 

Old style HPS light due 
for replacement in row 12 




